SIR FRANCIS DRAKE.                       357

they applied for water and provisions, offering them, in reT
turn, such things as they imagined most likely to please
them. The Indians seemed willing to traffick, and having
presented them with fruits, and two fat sheep, would have
showed them a place whither they should come for water.

The next morning, according to agreement, the English
landed with their water-vessels, and sent two men forward
towards the place appointed, who, about the middle of the
way, were suddenly attacked by the Indians, and imme-
diately slain. Nor were the rest of the company out of
danger; for behind the rocks was lodged an ambush of
five hundred men, who, starting up from their retreat, dis-
charged their arrows into the boat with such dexterity,
that every one of the crew was wounded by them, the sea
being then high, and hindering them from either retiring
or making use of their weapons. Drake himself received
an arrow under his eye, which pierced him almost to the
brain, and another in his head. The danger of these
wounds was much increased by the absence of their sur-
geon, who was in the viceadmiral, so that they had none
to assist them but a boy, whose age did not admit of much
experience or skill; yet so much were they favoured by
providence, that they all recovered.

No reason could be assigned for which the Indians
should attack them with so furious a spirit of malignity,
but that they mistook them for Spaniards, whose cruelties
might very reasonably incite them to revenge, whom they
had driven by incessant persecution from their country^
wasting immense tracts of land by massacre and devastation.

On the afternoon of the same day, they set sail, and, on
the 30th of November, dropped anchor in Philips bay,
where their boat, having been sent out to discover the
country, returned with an Indian in his canoe, whom they
had intercepted. He was of a graceful stature, dressed
in a white coat or gown, reaching almost to his knees, very
mild, humble, and docile, such as, perhaps, were all the
Indians, till the Spaniards taught them revenge, treachery,
and cruelty.